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Pen Women seek entries for 60th annual contest

Poetry deadline Feb. 27

By Ashley M. Casey

The Central New York branch of the National League of American Pen Women (NLAPW) is accepting entries
for its 60th annual poetry contest.

While the CNY chapter has been around for almost 90 years, it’s resurrecting two aspects of its annual contest
for the 60th edition of the competition: the art contest and the Friend Award, which honors “an individual (or
organization) who has creatively, consistently, and collaboratively advanced the cause of art, poetry, or music
composition in Central New York,” according to CNY Pen Women’s blog.

Janet Fagal, president of CNY NLAPW, was the first Friend Award recipient in 2009 for her work as a poet
and teacher. She joined Pen Women shortly thereafter and is now chair of the poetry contest.
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“One of the missions [of Pen Women] is to reach out and support the arts in the community,” Fagal said.

The poetry contest is open to everyone from kindergarteners to centenarians.

“It really is the only public, community-wide poetry contest that reaches out to all ages,” said Mary Gardner, a
member of CNY NLAPW.

According to Fagal, the contest is a way to recognize and celebrate literary and visual artists in Central New
York and can inspire young creative minds to continue on in the arts.

Fagal, who taught in the Skaneateles Central School District, said she encouraged her fifth-grade students to
enter the Pen Women poetry contest back in the 1970s. She continued to enter her students’ work for more
than 30 years.

“In order to keep the poetry contest and our branch alive, I want children to have the opportunity to
participate,” Fagal said. “You have the opportunity to put your work out there. You may not know your work
may have an impact on others.”
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