
Happy Holidays!

Greetings Everyone!

Well November has been an interesting month for the 
Penwomen. I feel like we are being tested! We hit three 
roadblocks this month, but in each case the dedication and 
professionalism of the Penwomen was apparent as we 
re-vamped and re-scheduled.

Our plans to use the Auditorium at OCC for our 
Poetry Reception did not pan out (OCC gave our date away 
to someone else). No problem for us, we will just head back 
to the Liverpool Library. Perhaps a bit cramped, but we’ll 
just call it cozy. Thank you Mary Gardner, for securing the 
room for us. And thank you also to Georgia Popoff for all of 
the work you did in trying to reserve the OCC site. Maybe 
next year................. 

As I was anticipating my Thanksgiving dinner (and 
some time off from work) I received an email from our 
National Membership Chair, stating that the CNY Branch 
has not remained current in our dues. According to their 
records, no one in our branch had paid dues for 2011. Fancy 
that... a bunch of outlaws here at the CNY Branch! After 
much scrambling on the part of our Treasurer Evelyn 
Dankovich who produced all the necessary documentation 
to prove that indeed all had paid, the situation was resolved. 
Their mistake, not ours. Whew!

Now it looks like we will need to postpone our 
December Show at the Petit Library due to construction in 
the building. Our hanging committee discovered the 
situation in the nick of time and notified the group via email. 
Thank you to all of the hanging committee members, Diana 
Godfrey, Mary Kester and Karen Kozicki for the extra time 
you put in getting this situation under control. It seems like 
we will need to postpone the show until January, but that’s 
not totally bad news. Here’s the silver lining......if you didn’t 
have anything ready for the show in December, you now 
have 4 more weeks to get something done! I really wanted to 
end on a positive note!

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all!
Joan

has a solo exhibit at the May Memorial Art Gallery 
through the month of December. The gallery is located 
at 3800 East Genesee St., Syracuse. Call 446-8920 for 
information on hours. The gallery serves as a meeting 
place for several organizations, so it is always best to 
call ahead to make sure the gallery is open to visitors. 

will be exhibiting her pastel/collages 
and acrylic/mixed media paintings at the Weeks 
Gallery at Baltimore Woods from early January 
through February. You can warm up in the gallery 
after taking a snowshoe walk through the woods. Her 
art can also be seen at Edgewood Gallery, Gallery 54 
in Skaneateles, Szozda Gallery at the Delavan and 
New Era Gallery in Maine
.
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  Linda Bigness sold
Winter Flowers oil encaustic 12 X 12 “
New work on view at the Gallery 54 in Skaneateles

Joan Applebaum

Sheila Byrnes

Diana Godfrey

: Congratulations to Sr. Frances Ann 
Thom who recently accepted the position of NLAPW 
Letters Credentials Chair. She replaces Edna Searles.
Your CNY Pen Women Sisters are proud of you.



Happy Holidays!

is involved with a group of tapestry 
artists in a show in Newburgh, N Y at the Ann Street 
Gallery starting December 10 through January 28

News and Views 
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While the exhibition Woven Stories is only a snapshot 
view of current tapestry weavings, our aim in 
showcasing these works is to promote public awareness 
of the art of tapestry. We hope this exhibition 
encourages further interest in the medium, while raising 
the profile of tapestry as a mainstream art form.

Artists featured: Bren Ahearn, Kate Anderson, and 
Janet Austin. George-Ann Bowers, Barbara Burns, 
Betty Ferguson, Louise Halsey, Susan Iverson, Tari 
Kerss, Mary Kester, Susan McGehee, Margo 
MacDonald, Pavlos Mayakis, John Paul Morabito, Erin 
M. Riley, Sarah Salin, Cameron Taylor-Brown, Betty 
Vera, Linda Wallace,Sherri Woodard Coffey, and 
Marzena Ziejka.

The exhibition will be on view through Saturday, 
January 28.

Mary Kester 

Woven Stories: Contemporary Tapestries

The Ann Street Gallery is pleased to present its 
newest exhibition Woven Stories: Contemporary 
Tapestries, with an Artist 
Reception on Saturday, December 10, 
2011 from6-9 pm. Woven Stories: 
Contemporary Tapestries, features hand-woven 
works by a group of select artists. With this 
exhibition we hope to give visitors an 
opportunity to experience a unique style of 
contemporary art, stunning works by twenty 
artist from the across the country and Canada.

The artistry of tapestry weaving in a long and 
continuous one, ancient tapestry specimens can 
be found in the works of ancient Greeks, 
Egyptians, Peruvians, early Europeans, and 
Native Americans. Even in our age of the 
twenty-first century world dominated by 
technology, this ancient art form is thriving and 
is just as relevant today as in past millenniums.

In Woven Stories, approaches by contemporary 
artist-weavers to the medium are highlighted, 
and we see a broad range of works, each rich in 
imagery. Viewers will see weavings that convey 
challenging messages, explorations of space and 
form, painterly abstractions, landscapes, and 
portraits. These diverse tapestries also range in
size, from large scale hangings to smaller sized 
works, three dimensional and mixed media 
pieces. As a group, the work is 
thought-provoking with each artist using their 
own unique visual language to address modern 
day issues such as gender, politics, and the 
environment.
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Childless Mother Plays Pool
Rachael Z. Ikins

Radio propaganda paraphrased; 
girls who become women,
learn to be lovers
eventually mothers etc.

She heard it Saturday evening
after spaghetti supper down in
the basement, bent over the pool
table like a lover, sighting on 
red ball’s roundness
grip, shaft’s heft caresses her palm,
such a metaphor, she thinks.

What happens to, she wonders, she hums
along with the tune, the other order
of things? Ball rockets ‘round the pocket
slings back out onto the felt
like a shot.

, she thinks, 
in this chain where

being female always results in motherhood.

A childless mother. Chain dangles
down one side of her shirt. Pendant clinks
onto the pool table. Ball nicks it, 8 ball
sinks. Chain slides down her breasts
without sound, puddles on the carpet
at her bare feet. She does not notice.

is displaying paintings with the North Syracuse 
Art Guild at the Piano and Organ Company, Great 
Northern Mall. She is also displaying paintings at the Petit 
Library with the National League of American Pen 
Women.

Made in NY 2012 Deadline: January 13 

The 
Schweinfurth Art Center is seeking entries for our annual 

exhibition. is an opportunity 
for artists residing in New York State to showcase their 
work in a competitive juried exhibition. Two and 
three-dimensional work will be accepted including, but not 
limited to, painting, drawing, photography, sculpture, 
ceramics, fiber and media art. Artists may submit up to two 
artworks for consideration. Entry is free for members and 
$25 for non-members. 

The exhibition will be on view March 31 - May 20, 2012. 
The 2012 jurors are Richard Kegler, founder and lead 
designer at in Buffalo, NY and Sydney 
Waller, art consultant, curator, and past director of 

in Utica, NY. 

Click here to download the Made in NY 2012 Exhibition 
Prospectus.

Call (315) 255-1553 for more information.

Rachael Z. Ikins: 

Calling all New York State artists!

All entries must be postmarked by January 13, 2012 to 
be eligible for consideration.

Broken link I am
a broken link

Made in NY 2012 Made in NY

P22 type foundry

Sculpture Space

Member News

Joan Stier 
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sold 
a large original Durant Bridge. This painting was an awarded the 
Outstanding Watercolor and included in the Masters Division at the 
View in Old Forge last summer.
Other shows for the Christmas season include Art Mart at City Hall 
Commons, and our own show at Petit Library.
We currently are scheduled to meet at Sparkytown February 9th at 5 
of our sharing meeting and dinner.

.

M ore 
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and

E vents T oo

Jeanne Dupre

Rachael Z. Ikins: 
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Clare, Pilgrim Follower of St. Francis
800th Anniversary

Clare, pilgrim follower of Christ and Francis,
Enlighten us on our wayward path.

Gift us with the light of Wisdom;
Sustain us with your leader's staff.

Hold us upright on our journey,
Delight us amidst trial-filled days.

Motion us toward eternal wonder
God has promised even those who stray.

Do not desert us when our hopes fail
Nor turn away when our feet miss the place

Of Christ's footsteps on his journey
Or His open arms for us to embrace.

Give us your gentle smile of love,
Your encouraging words of grace

And reach your hands and heart in prayer
To help us to our assigned place.

Sr. Frances Ann Thom,OSF

EMAIL

Joan Stier for reservations 

at Munjeds

Located at 

530 Westcott St, 

SYRACUSE, NY 

13210

December 10th Noon

Poem from

S ister Frances A nn T hom
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EVENTS

City Hall Commons, 201 East 
Washington Street Syracuse
November 4th thru December 24th.
One of a kind paintings, pottery, jewelry, etc.
hours Monday thru Thursday 11:00 to 4:30
Friday 11 to 6 Saturday 11-4

Trish Wooten is on the National Board of the 
NLAPW 2012 Biennial Convention Chair. If 
you or other members in your branch would like 
to become a part of the biennial listserv she 
created last year, she would be happy to send 
along updates as they become available. Hotel 
registrations are also now being 
accepted. trish.wooten@gmail.com

Trish Wootten, CHHC, AADP
National Board
National League of American Pen Women

A Gift of Art Supplies for Franklin School

CALENDAR

December 10th Holiday Party
Munjeds Restaurant at Noon

JANUARY NO MEETING

February 9, 5:00 pm 
Members Show and Share 
Sparky Town

March 10 Sat. Time? 
Ekphrastic Workshop
Downtown Writer’s Center, Syr. YMCA
340 Montgomery St.

April 28 tentative Saturday 
Poetry Contest Awards Ceremony 
Location: TBA

Ekphrastic Art  
Szozda Gallery 
Wednesday, May 9 through Sunday, June 
3. Reception on Friday May 11 from 5 -
8pm

June 14 5:00 pm Thursday 
Georgia Popoff’s house 
Business Meeting/Pot Luck Supper

Submit your news and visuals before the 
first of each month to be included in the 
Newsletter!

Artwork@lindabigness.com

ART MART 2011

ANNNOUNCEMENTS

Pen Women I have arranged with 
Commercial Art Supply for a gift card for 
Franklin Elementary School.

Instead of gifts to each other this holiday 
season we have decided to support art education 
in a needy Syracuse City School.

Donations should be sent to: Evelyn 
Dankovich, 7681 Villa M aria, and North 
Syracuse, NY 13212-1122.

Please write your checks to NLAPW.  I 
would like to meet with Leslie at Commercial Art 
the week of December 12th, 

December 10th. so all checks are due by 
Thanks for your generosity.   Evelyn
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