
Meeting Dates: 
   

October 14 10:00 am:  

Special Event 

Munson-Williams- Proctor  

 

October 22 12:30 pm 

Working Branch meeting 

Liverpool Library’s Sargent 

Room 

 

November 2 - 30 :  

Art and Letters Show, 

Fayetteville Library 

 

November 18:    

Special Event: 

Art and Letters show,  

Reception 4pm 

Reading 4:30 pm 

Presentation by our National 

President, Candace Long 

6:30 pm 

 

November 19: 

Meeting in Skaneateles 10 

am, lunch 11:30 am 

Women’s Hall of Fame tour 

2pm 

 

December 10: 

Holiday dessert get together 

plus Show and Share 

12:30 pm  Mary Raineri’s 

home in Liverpool.  

 

President’s Letter 
 

It was wonderful to see so many at our Sept. 23 meeting!  We are 

off to a good start and have many wonderful opportunities ahead 

for growth, collegiality, fun and learning. We have 15 attending 

the Munson Proctor trip on Wed. including a few members from 

other guilds.  The 90th Anniversary committee is working on 

Candace Long’s visit and making plans for other events and 

meetings for 2016. (See below.)  I hope you can attend the working 

Branch meeting on Oct. 22. It is at 12:30. We will work together on 

some brainstorming and planning for our 90th, then break into 

smaller groups to accomplish other tasks. One is to discuss ideas 

for future outreach possibilities. Another is to work on a member 

registry to include as many former members with brief bios as we 

can, plus create plans for our own. Another is to sort through 

some Pen Women archives to see what we might have for a 

display board to use during Candace’s visit. We need a volunteer 

to design and create a banner for our 90th, so please let Mary 

Gardner know if you are able to do this. I will send a more 

detailed agenda for the 22nd meeting soon. We have the room until 

2:30 or even 3pm if no one is using it after us. I will send a more 

thorough agenda this weekend. 

Janet Fagal
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Celebrate the Arts! Celebrate each other! 

Celebrate our 90th!  

Don’t forget, we need YOU to make it 

happen 



 

                           Branch Information and Reminders: 

Munson-Williams-Proctor Trip: 

 

We are set for our docent-led tour of the show, “From Monet to Matisse:  The Age of French  

Impressionists” at the Munson-Williams-Proctor-Art-Institute, 310 Genesee St., Utica, NY  315-

797-0000 this Wednesday, October 14, 10am. Here’s a link:  

http://www.mwwpai.org/view/exhibitions/  

Admission is $12 per person.  Please plan on collecting fees in each car and giving to Janet at M-P 

door, to save time.   2) Schedule:  Tour 10am; Browsing, 11:30am; Lunch in The Fountain Elms 

Terrace Café, in the complex,  12:15pm.   

 

Directions: From Points West, take NYS Thruway (I-90) to Exit 31.  Follow Downtown Utica signs 

and proceed 1.5 miles south on Genesee St. 

 

Thanks to Marilyn Forth for setting up this Special Event. 

A NOTE FROM 90th Anniversary Committee Chair, Mary Gardner:  

Something left undone: 

 

Near the end of the September 23 meeting, Mary Gardner tried a very abbreviated brainstorming exercise 

re our 90th Anniversary.  After reviewing our Kick-Off events, she asked that members jot down quickly 

any other ideas for celebrating our 90th Anniversary, keeping in mind our goals of 1) building membership, 

2) building leadership, 3) strengthen our brand as a national professional organization.  Two members gave 

her their ideas.  

 

- Write poems/essays specifically related to the 90th Anniversary  

- Create art specifically related to the 90th Anniversary  

- Create an on-line Art & Poetry (?Letters) Show  

- Have speakers on creativity, e.g. a creativity coach  

 

Please do the same!  Please send Mary (mlgardner37@yahoo.com or 685-2047) one or two ideas for 

programs or activities or initiatives which you think could be undertaken in the coming year and which 

would strengthen the Branch.  You don’t need details, just the idea.  She will collate all ideas received and 

present them for further input at a forthcoming meeting.  

 

Please send in these ideas as soon as possible or by October 16. 

 

From Wendy Harris: 

 

Save the date!   Open Studios & Holiday Sale! at the Delavan Center Friday November 6th 5 - 8 PM and 

Saturday the 7th from 10 - 4.  Come one come all; 38 studios open ! Spread the word as this is not 

advertised.  The Delavan Center - home of the arts in CNY! 

 



 

 

Member News:  

 

Joan Stier:  Summer Art Shows 
 

Joan showed paintings at the Clothesline Festival at the Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, New York and 

the Remsen Festival of the Arts, Remsen, New York. 

 

 

 

Sheila Byrnes:  Busy times for our 5th National Vice President! 

        Sheila M. Byrnes, a Letters member, is currently writing a book about her  

life as a farmer’s daughter in New York. A highly published and widely respected  

genealogist, teacher, and lecturer, Sheila has been providing genealogical  

research guidance and insights for more than 25 years.  

 

Sheila writes a bi-weekly national genealogical newsletter, CNYGS  

E-News, for Central New York Genealogical Society. In August she participated  

in the Henderson, NY Heritage Day celebration. The “Ask Sheila” booth drew  

many visitors with questions about their genealogy.  

 

Sheila was a member of the planning committee of the New York State  

Family History Conference held at the Holiday Inn and Conference in Liverpool.  

The three-day event, held in September, brought 625 people, from twenty-one  

states and Canada to central New York. 

 

 

 

Rachael Ikins:  Awards for Rachael! 

This year the great NYS Fair started a poetry competition through their Fine Arts division. Rachael took the 

blue ribbon/first prize (adults) for "Birdman." She also is a semi finalist/HM for poetry in a contest 

sponsored by Finishing Line Press and Abroad Writers Conference. There will be a conference in Dublin, 

Ireland in December. Rachael also had 3 paintings jury in to the NYS Fair and one won an Honorable 

Mention. Her short horror story, " Cellphone" is in a contest through Inkitt.com and has been accepted for 

publication by Aduuna. 

 

 



 

 

Mary Gardner: A new venture! 

TOMPKINS COUNTY LIBRARY’S BORG WARNER ROOM  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2015 AT 2:00 P.M.  
 
When a poem narrates or examines another work of art, the Greeks had a word for it: Ekphrasis. 

 

Four area poets will read their own poems about paintings, music, sculpture, tapestry, even 

tightrope walkers, with accompanying music and visual projections. Calling themselves the 

Ekphrastic Four, the poets—all published and active in local literary activities—are Mary 

Gardner, Laura Glenn, Jack Hopper, and Kathy Kramer, with media consultant Peter Moller. Among the 

subjects celebrated: Vermeer, Matisse, Edward Hopper, Andrew Wyeth, Django Reinhardt, Georgia 

O’Keeffe, Duke Ellington, Bix Beiderbeck, Giacometti, Magritte, Michelangelo, and Van Gogh.   

From: http://ekphrastics.weebly.com/scheduled-performances.html 

                                               The Ekphrastic Four at work! 

                                                  



                                     BRANCH NEWS: 

   

Members and their family members have had health and personal issues to face recently and during the 

past year or two. We think of you all and wish you the best. We are a stalwart and caring group. Many 

thanks to Bobbie Panek who is our new Chair for Kindly Acts! If you know of a situation that needs a note 

from our group please let me and Bobbie know so she can send a note. (We may need to define how we do 

                                           90th Anniversary Details about DATES TO SCHEDULE NOW! 

                            November 18-19, 2015.  Opening events of our 90th Anniversary Year.  

 

Art and Letters Show, Fayetteville Library, November 2-30, 2015. * (See below for details from Joan Applebaum.) 

NLAPW President Candace Long visits our Branch, November 18 – 20, 2015. 

 

Art and Letters Show Reception & Reading of Poetry & Memoir, November 18, Wed.,   4pm – 6pm  

Multi-media presentation by Candace, November 18, 6:30pm.   

Open to the public.  She is a gifted presenter; more info to follow.                     

 

November 19, Thurs., 10:30am – 1pm  

Board Meeting (open to all members) with Candace, Sherwood Inn, Skaneateles, 

2pm visit to National Women’s Hall of Fame, Seneca Falls, NY  November 19.  

Presentation of NLAPW Nomination to the Hall, on behalf of Vinnie Ream  

 

Possible Community Outreach event with Candace, November 19, evening  (TBA) 

 

Please plan on helping Joan Applebaum, chair, Art & Letters Show, in any way you can. 

 

November 18 Reception: 

We will also be asking for assistance with “high octane” items for our RECEPTION BUFFET, since 

we will not be stopping for dinner until after Candace’s presentation when those who wish to  

will be “hanging out” at the nearby Limeston Grille at the Craftsman Inn. We have a private room reserved, they 

serve dinners and lighter fare until 9 pm.  

 
** Hanging date: Monday November 2  Please drop off your work between the hours of 11:00 am and noon. If you cannot bring 

your work at that time, contact me by phone 430-5529 or email by October 28 so that arrangements can be made to get your work to 

the show.  

 

 Barbara Baum and I will be accepting the work and hanging the show. Make sure your piece is labeled on the back with name, title 

of piece, medium, price or NFS. We will also have tags for you to fill out to attach to the back of the bottom of the frame to hang 

below your piece. No tape is   permitted on the walls.  

 

Pick-up date: Monday November 30   Between the hours of 11:00 am and 1:00 pm. I will be there for the pick-up. If you cannot 

be there to get your work please contact me in advance to let me know and we can make other arrangements. 

 

Artists please bring 1 large or 2 medium or small pieces, framed, wired and ready for hanging.  

Writers please bring 2 - 3 framed pieces of poetry or prose, also wired and ready for hanging.  

 

Please no sawtooth hangers. 

 



                           Branch Leadership Team   

 

this, but our goal is to be as thoughtful as we can while considering equity and cost (too bad stamps have 

gotten so expensive!!) 

                  Look for updates on our Pen Women Rose Blog and Check us out on Facebook, too!   

                    

WELCOME!  We happily welcome to our returning member, Sallie Bailey! And our newest Letters 

member, Nancy A. Dafoe ! We are delighted to have you as Pen Women. 

                                                 

                     

 

 

Officers 2015 -2016 

President – Janet Fagal 

Vice President for Programs and Special Events – Mary Gardner 

Vice President for Membership – Joan Applebaum 

Vice President for Communications and Publicity – Rachael Ikins 

Secretary – Bobbie Panek 

Treasurer – Mary Raineri 

 

Blog Editor – Linda Bigness- Lanigan 

News Update Editor – Janet Fagal 

 

Supporting Leadership Roles: 

National Liaison – Sheila Byrnes, 5th VP NLAPW 

Biennial Events Coordinator – Sheila Byrnes 

Chair 90th Anniversary Committee – Mary Gardner 

Community Outreach Chair – Ilene Layow 

Meetings Coordinator – Joan Stier 

Special Events Chair – Marilyn Forth 

 Chair, “Kindly Acts”-Bobbie Panek 

Member Relations and Collegiality – Georgia Popoff  

Membership Archive Chair - Open 

Membership Registry Chair – Open 

           

          

 



 

 

 

                     

 

       NLAPW:  Linking Creative Women Since 1897 !  

                               And in CNY since 1926 !! 

 

 

“’The Mission of the League, a not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation, is to encourage, recognize, and promote 

the production of creative work of professional standard in Art, Letters, and Music, and through outreach 

activities provide educational, creative, and professional support to members and non-members in these 

disciplines.’ The core values of the NLAPW are respect, knowledge, creation and preservation of the arts.” 

 


