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Dues of $75 dollars is due May 1st. 
$60 dollars will go to National for their expenses. We increased 
our part by $5 at last years end of year meeting, so that we will 
have more money for our programing. National requires that their 
dues be sent to them by May 15th, so it is essential that all dues be 
in by the 1st. Send dues to  Evelyn Dankovich, 7681 Villa Maria, 
North Syracuse, NY 13212-1122. 

Please write your checks to NLAPW. Thanks! 
 

the 
National League of American Pen Women 

Central New York Branch 

SAVE THE DATES! 
Our next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, April 17 
11:30 am 
Jolime 
5105 W. Taft Road, 
Liverpool 
  
We will discuss the art and poetry 
contests and awards ceremony, as 
well as future Pen Women shows, 
and prepare for the June business 
meeting. 
 

 
 
 
Poetry & Art Contest 
Awards Ceremony 
Saturday, May 17  10:30am 
(please arrive 10:00 am) 
Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, 7444 Buckley Rd, 
North Syracuse, NY. 
  

Greetings Everyone! 
And let’s hope that 

Spring 
is finally here! 

I thought we could all use a laugh or two 
after this long cold winter, so here’s a picture of me in the living 
room of our National Headquarters in Washington. No, I am 
not planning to run for office. My husband, daughter and I all 
stayed at the Pen Arts Building on our recent trip to 
Washington DC. We loved the character of this historic 
building that was once the home of Robert Todd Lincoln. As 
you can see, I was quite comfy in the grand living room! 

I am serving as temporary newsletter editor while Janet attends 
to other duties. It’s been a while since we have been together as 
an organization. The harsh winter weather has taken its toll on 
meeting attendance. Let’s hope that we have a full group for 
our April meeting. I miss seeing everyone. 

DUES ARE DUE DUES ARE DUE 
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Katie Turner had two paintings accepted into the National 
League of American Pen Women 47th Biennial Art 
Competition/Show(April) in Atlanta. 
 
Mary Gardner was invited by the Project Team at Skaneateles 
High School to serve as one of three judges for their first 
participation in the national POETRY OUT LOUD contest.  It 
was very well organized, using guidelines developed nationally. 
Our own Janet Fagal was a big inspiration for this event.  It 
was wonderful to see this enthusiasm for the oral delivery of 
classic and modern poetry.  Mary Gardner continues to 
participate with Upstate's The Healing Muse through its 
organized readings in CNY locations.  This is a very collegial 
and pleasant event, in which the current anthology's writers 
gather and share their included work, discussing the work with 
each other and the audience.  The March 31 reading will be at 
the Aurora Inn. 
 
Karen Kozicki's  Associated Artists "Best of Show 2012" 
show will take place April 26th - May 24th, 2014 at Manlius 
Library, 1 Arkie Albanese Ave.  The opening reception will be 
held Sunday, April 27th from 2-4 pm. 
Karen’s photo “Tulip” is pictured at left. 
 
Janet Fagal had two poems selected for the Pen Women 
Anthology: Spirit, Peace and Joy, an anthology of poems by 
Pen Women. It is available to order for $10.00 from the 
national website. Published in the volume were "Atonal 
Memories" and "The Long and Short of It". Both of these 
poems hold significance for Janet in a number of ways. The 
first is about her father and the second is about a woman 
receiving medical treatment. This fall Janet's mother, who 
never smoked, was diagnosed with lung cancer. She was treated 
with 5 doses of high frequency radiation. A second tiny mass in 
the other lung now needs the same treatment. Janet is hoping 
that this time things go as well as the first. 
Janet also received the very happy news that two of her poems 
received recognition in the Biennial Poetry Contests. Learning to 
Fish won 3rd place in the Della Crowder Miller Poetry category 
for free verse  and Some Mornings in Maine won an Honorable 
Mention in the Helen Sutton Booth Poetry. Janet is equally 
delighted, honored and happily surprised by this recognition. 
She hopes to be able to find more time for her writing work 
once she is done working on her son's wedding plans. While 
she has been painting, it was on the trim in her house, though 
she found it a pleasurable experience. She admires those who 
can bring life to a blank canvas! 

MEMBER NEWS 

Tulip, by Karen Kozicki 

Good Morning Beautiful,  
by Joan Applebaum 
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John Loy, Margie Hughto, Diana Godfrey, Michael Sickler, John Jacopelle, Marna Bell, Linda Bigness, Bradley Hudson

Luminous Journeys Through the Abstract

Exhibit Dates: April 3-May 31st 2014 Opening Reception April 6, 2014   3-5:00 PM
An invitational exhibit of meaningful abstract work featuring artwork explorations from eight selected artists

with writing and video interviews by Artist curator Linda Bigness.

Kirkland Art Center    Clinton, NY

GodfreyHughto
Loy Sickler

Jacopelle

Bell

Bigness
Hudson

 

Pen Women Linda Bigness and Diana Godfrey are both included in the show featured 
below. 

MEMBER NEWS   con’t 
Rachael Ikins won a week-long residency at Fermoy International Poetry festival in Ireland with 
Blackwater Poets in August of this year. She has launched an indiegogo campaign to help with funding. 
Contact Rachael for more information regarding her indiegogo campaign. Rachael was also accepted 
into the Marge Piercy Poetry Intensive Wellfleet MA in June. 
 
Wendy Harris was one of the artists featured in the Syracuse New Times article SHIFTING 
PERSPECTIVES by Carl Mellor - Wednesday, February 26th, 2014 Edition. 
 
Georgia A. Popoff was one of the recipients of the Martin Luther King Unsung Hero Awards this year. 
The awards are presented annually to people who, in the spirit of King’s “beloved community,” have 
made a positive difference in the lives of others but who are not widely recognized for their efforts. 
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Noteworthy 
Dear Pen Women, a few times I have mentioned having my friend Beth Crawford an architectural 
designer, specializing in historic structures, speak to us. As it turns out she will be speaking at 
Fayetteville Library on March 27 to the Preservation League, so if any of you are interested, c'mon out!  

 
PACNY Lecture – “Suffragists & Abolitionists” – 27 March 2014 @ 7:00 p.m.  
Fayetteville Library 
Please join the Preservation Association of CNY as we look at some of Central New York’s noted social 
reformers and the restoration of their historic homes.  
PACNY.NET 
 
 

Requiem for a Cactus Flower by Rachael Ikins    Two Birches by Jeanne Dupre 
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 Announcing the 2014 Pikes Peak 
Branch National League of American 
Pen Women Flash  Fiction Contest 

A complete, but very short story of 100 words or fewer 

Deadline: Postmarked/received by email by May 1, 
2014 

Entry Fee: $10 first manuscript, $8 each additional 
manuscript, $10 optional critique fee 

Prizes: First-$100, Second-$50, Judge’s Merit-$25 

Theme: “In this moment:  (Can be any genre) 

Flash Fiction is a complete, but very short story of 100 
words or fewer.  The title is not included in the word 
count.  The story must pertain to the theme, “In this 
moment”.  All genres are welcome, and multiple 
entries may be submitted.  An entry fee is required for 
each entry, however each entry after the first is 
discounted to $8 per.  You can also opt for a 
completely optional critique of your piece by a 
published author for an additional $10 per entry.  A 
self-addressed, stamped envelope must be included 
with mailed entries if you would like it returned by 
mail.  Winners will be notified by May 31, 2014.  For 
complete rules and entry blank, please go 
http://www.pikespeakpenwomen.com/flash-fiction-
contest.html 
or  http://www.pikespeakpenwomen.com/home.html 
and click on the Programs and Events tab. 

 

As the deadline to our CNY NLAPW 
Art Contest approaches, please help 
spread the word by telling all your 
artists friends. 
Deadline:	  Saturday,	  May	  3rd,	  
2014	  from	  10	  am	  to	  12	  pm	  at	  
The	  Delavan	  Center.	   

Editor’s Note 
Pen Women, it’s been a treat to act as temporary 
newsletter editor. As always it brings back 
memories of the old days: writing, copying, 
stuffing envelopes and mailing out 30+ copies 
every month (usually with young children 
underfoot). Yikes!!! How did I do it? 
 
I have been newsletter editor several times over 
the years and believe me I appreciate every new 
technological advance in the desktop publishing 
industry. I am now working on the Mac (love it!) 
which had been my brother’s computer. This 
newsletter gave me a chance to put it through its’ 
paces so to speak. 
 
It’s been a relatively quiet winter here for me, 
busy with teaching, painting and settling my 
brother’s estate. Rich and I are both dealing with 
back injuries that have kept us from skiing, so the 
winter seems longer than usual. I had a show at 
the Y Arts Community Gallery in Jan/Feb, and 
I have done a couple of group shows in Syracuse 
and Thousand Islands.  Spring will be here soon 
and with it will come a burst of energy…I hope! I 
have begun painting my series based on our trip 
to Ireland last October. Hopefully I will have the 
series done and ready to exhibit by next March, 
for St. Patrick’s Day. If anyone knows of a good 
venue for the show, please let me know. 

Joan Applebaum 

Pen Woman Nevart Apikian’s Legacy 
 
Audio tapes of celebrities, politicians and other 
noteworthy people interviewed by the late Nevart 
Apikian, have found a home in the Syracuse 
University Audio Archives. For over 42 years Nevart 
was The Post-Standard's feature entertainment 
reporter. She interviewed countless celebrities during 
her years at the newspaper. Nevart was a lifetime 
member of the Syracuse Press Club and in 2002 she 
was awarded a spot on the Press Club's Award Wall 
of Distinction displayed at the Civic Center.  



 

 

 

CNY BRANCH NATIONAL LEAGUE OF AMERICAN PEN 
WOMEN OFFICERS AND COMMITEES 

2013 – 2014 
 

Co-Presidents: Janet Fagal & Karen Kozicki 
1st Vice President: Rachael Ikins 
2nd vice President & RSVP Meetings: Joan Stier 
Recording Secretary: Georgia Popoff 
Treasurer: Evelyn Dankovich 
Co-Treasurer: Mary Raineri 
Programs: Joan Applebaum & Georgia Popoff 
Publicity: Karen Kozicki 
Newsletter: Janet Fagal & Mary Gardner  
 Guest Editor March/April: Joan Applebaum 
Blog Editor: Linda Bigness 
Membership: Mary Kester 
Fellowship: Marilyn Forth 
Poetry Contest Chair: Janet Fagal 
 Poetry Contest Steering Committee 
  Rachael Ikins 
  Georgia Popoff 
Art Contest Chair: Karen Kozicki 
 


